Pre-percutaneous nephrolithotomy opacification for caliceal diverticular calculi.
Caliceal diverticula harbor calculi in as many as 50% of cases. Such stones rarely pass spontaneously. Various stone-removal techniques have been used, with percutaneous techniques generally having the best results. In patients with nonradiopaque stones or in whom the diverticulum does not opacify when contrast is instilled retrograde or by intravenous urogram, contrast can be instilled directly into the cavity with CT or ultrasound guidance. Three such cases are described, with good results.